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In reply to your comments about my press conference remark 
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tions planned for October 15, I would suggest that there are several 
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points you should bear in mind* 


First, there is a clear distinction between public opinion and 
public demonstrations. To listen to public opinion is one thing; to 
be swayed by public demonstrations is another. A demonstration -- 


in whatever cause --is an organized expression of one particular set 


of opinions, which may or may not be shared by the majority ©f the 

’ « 

people. If a President -- any President -- allowed his course to be 
set by those who Remonstrate, he would betray the trust of all the 
rest. -7b allow government policy to be made in the streets would 
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destroy the democratic process. jA-i&HT 
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£The chief weakness of the planned demonstrations is that ch 

cannot tell us anything we do not already knov^TQ^iey cag/Sll us that 

a great many Americans are deeply concerned about the war; that'' - 

some of these consider U. S. participation immoral; that many want 
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U.S. troops withdrawn immediately and unconditionally A AH of us in 
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th^ Administration are^well aware of this sentiment. We are aware 
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that it is widespread indeed, that no matter how many people might 
participate, there would be many more who share their concerns. 
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Therefore, there is nothing^we can learn from the demons tratior£>^ 
The question is whether, in the absence of any new evidence or any new 
arguments, we should be turned aside from a carefully considered 
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course 
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. The policies we are now following reflect 


our own best judgment, based on exhaustive study of all the available 


evidence, of how 



To abandon that policy 


merely because of a public demonstration would therefore be an act of. 
gross irresponsibility on my part. 

One further point 1 , I respect the right of each American to express 
his own opinion. I recognize that many feel a moral obligation to 
express their opinions in the most conspicuous way possible, and there- 
fore consider such expression to be their responsibility. I respect that. 
However, my responsibility is different. I must consider the consequences 
of each proposed course of action -- short-term and long-term, domestic 
and world-wide, direct and indirect. Others can say of Vietnam, "Get 
ou^now;" when asked how, they can give the simple, flip answer: "By 
sea. " They can ignore the consequences. But as I consider those con- 


sequences, in both, human an 



terms; I can only conclude that 


history would rightly condemn a President who took such a course. 

One of the first acts of my Administration was to review, exhaustively 
and comprehensively, every aspect of the nations policies in Vietnam. We 



DECLASSIFIED 

Authority.^ 

By MU a Date, 




I 



have drastically altered the policies we inherited. We are on the road 
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to peace. That road is not easy. It is not simple. But I am convinced 
it is the right one. C* H 
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ctober 15th I uncJer stand, many will simply be saying! **I 

am for peace". I ardently join with all Americans in working toward 
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that goal. 





